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Call for Expressions of Interest from Public Art Consultants 

Public Art Consultant – Lewis Farms Facility & Park 
The Edmonton Arts Council (EAC), on behalf of the City of Edmonton, seeks a Western Canada-based 
public art consultant / curator / lead artist to define parameters, and create a plan for public art at the 
new Lewis Farms Facility and Park. The anticipated total art budget for this project is $1.5 million 
(subject to funding). 

Consultant Fee: 

Deadline: 
Schedule: 

Commensurate with experience. Please include a proposed fee with submission 
materials. 
4:30 pm MDT on Friday, August 30, 2019 
Project begins September 2019 to be completed by end of May 2020, with the 
option to extend services as needed by the EAC. 

Please direct any enquiries to David Turnbull, Director of Public Art & Conservation: 
dturnbull@edmontonarts.ca or 780.424.2787 ext 222 

About the City of Edmonton Public Art Collection 
The City of Edmonton Public Art Collection numbers 256 artworks by 302 local, regional, national, and 
international artists. Although the roots of the collection can be traced to 1957, the adoption of City 
Policy C458C Percent for Art to Provide and Encourage Art in Public Areas in 1991 catalyzed the 
establishment of a formal civic collection.  

In addition to commissioning artworks through the Percent for Art policy, the Edmonton Arts Council 
offers transitory or temporary opportunities to local artists; facilitates projects such as ᐄᓃᐤ (ÎNÎW) River 
Lot 11∞ - Edmonton’s first Indigenous Art Park; funds community-based initiatives, while administering 
gift applications and various municipal commissions honouring events and/or special relationships. 

The City of Edmonton Public Art Collection Online Gallery showcases Edmonton’s diverse public art. 

About the Edmonton Arts Council 
The Edmonton Arts Council is a not for profit society and charitable organization that supports and 
promotes the arts community in Edmonton. The EAC works to increase the profile and involvement of 
the arts in all aspects of our community. The EAC directs the Percent for Art Program while providing 
vision for, and stewardship of, the City of Edmonton Public Art Collection.

mailto:dturnbull@edmontonarts.ca
https://publicart.edmontonarts.ca/public_art_-_percent_for_art_policy/
http://www.edmontonpublicart.ca/
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About Lewis Farms Facility and Park: 
The City of Edmonton 2005-2015 Recreation Facility Master Plan identified the Lewis Farms Facility 
and Park as priority. This assessment was based on community engagement and stakeholder 
feedback. 

Citizen feedback supported a multi-use recreation centre containing aquatic elements, indoor ice 
amenities, a fitness centre, multi-purpose spaces and gymnasiums. A new Edmonton Public Library 
branch and Edmonton Catholic Schools academic centre will be co-located within the facility. Outdoor 
park components include sports fields, gathering spaces, and walkways through the district park. 

For more information, go to:  
https://www.edmonton.ca/projects_plans/parks_recreation/lewis-farms-community-recreation-
facility.aspx  

Role of the Public Art Consultant 
The Public Art Consultant will work with the Lewis Farms Facility and Park team to identify opportunities 
for public art integration. They will research local history and participate in meetings with the design 
team, public stakeholders and partners, and other advisory groups to develop parameters for public 
artworks. The consultant will also assist in writing public art calls and advise on artwork selection 
processes. 

Parameters for consideration will be determined, however the following must be included: 

• Holistic consideration of artwork locations within the design and function of the facility and
surrounding landscapes.

• Cost recommendations for individual public artwork opportunities.
• Recommendation of a curatorial direction based on research and consultations with the design

team, stakeholders and partners, and other advisory groups.
• Identification of infrastructure needs for artworks.
• Identification of a variety of public artwork possibilities which can be, but are not limited to:

o Architectural enhancements
o Permanent integrated artworks
o Site-specific public artworks
o Discrete or stand-alone public artworks
o Semi-permanent public artworks
o Interactive

• Assessment of factors such as accessibility and long-term operations, maintenance, and
conservation.

The Public Art Consultant will provide research-based information that will inform the Lewis Farms 
Facility and Park Public Art Call(s). Such information may consider input from internal and external 
partners, as well as other stakeholders as required. 

https://www.edmonton.ca/projects_plans/parks_recreation/lewis-farms-community-recreation-facility.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/projects_plans/parks_recreation/lewis-farms-community-recreation-facility.aspx
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Information and research must include the following groups: 

● The City of Edmonton
● Edmonton Public Libraries
● Edmonton Arts Council
● Enoch Cree Nation and the Confederacy of Treaty Six First Nations

Scope of Work 
The Public Art Consultant will enter into an agreement with the Edmonton Arts Council, with the option 
to continue services as needed by the EAC. 

The expectation is that the Public Art Consultant will devote 150-200 hours to the project from 
September 2019 to May 2020. Work will be supported by the City of Edmonton, EAC, and Prime 
Consultant.  

The art consultant will attend bi-weekly project team meetings to coordinate work and review progress. 
A bi-weekly written update will be submitted to the EAC to be reviewed by the City of Edmonton. 

In addition to the bi-weekly meetings, the consultant will facilitate a minimum of three public art-
focussed meetings (dates tbd in consultation with the Lewis Farms Facility and Park project team and 
the EAC for schedule alignment).  

The public art-focused meetings will be structured as follows: 

• Meeting 1: Introduction to the project and review of previous engagement materials.
• Meeting 2: Midway status presentation.
• Meeting 3: Final presentation to the project team and internal partners.

Presentations will be delivered by PowerPoint with printed support material. 

The Final Report will include written and graphic information to help inform future Lewis Farms Facility 
and Park public art calls. These will be delivered in digital and print formats. 

All information collected will become property of the Edmonton Arts Council. All final decisions 
regarding information use will be made by the EAC and the COE through agreed upon Terms of 
Reference.  



Call to Public Art Consultants 
Deliverables & Schedules 
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Milestone Date Activity/Deliverable 

August 30, 2019 Proposal submission deadline 

September 13, 2019 Anticipated award date 

Approximately 7 days after award date Contract agreement signed between consultant and EAC 

September 23, 2019 (subject to change) Consultant start-up meeting 

October 29, 2019 Present research methodology and public 
engagement/consultation plan  

ongoing Bi-weekly Facility and Park Design Project team meeting 
attendance and status updates to EAC. 

TBD (January 2020) Mid-way status report to EAC for review 

TBD Mid-way status presentation to project team 

Before March 30, 2020 Final report draft to EAC for review 

May 17, 2019 Presentation to project team 

May 29, 2019 Final report 

May 30, 2019 Completion of contract 

Fee Schedule 
Consultant fees will be paid through three dispersals. The maximum amount payable by the EAC to the 
Consultant shall not exceed the total amount specified in the contract agreement. 

Fee schedule Milestone 

First payment (30%) Upon signing contract agreement with EAC 

Second payment (30%) Upon completion of Mid-way status presentation to the project team 

Final payment (40%) Upon completion and acceptance of Final Report to EAC 
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Submission Requirements: 
Please include the following in your submission: 

• Letter of interest detailing your experience with public art planning
• Contact information
• Curriculum Vitae that highlights examples of applicable, related work
• Three references
• Proposed fee with a cost breakdown

Please address all submissions to: 
David Turnbull, Edmonton Arts Council Director of Public Art & Conservation 
Email:  dturnbull@edmontonarts.ca 
Subject: Curatorial Assessment of the City of Edmonton Public Art Collection Phase 1 

Submissions must be received via email by 4:30 pm MDT on Friday, August 30, 2019. 

mailto:dturnbull@edmontonarts.ca

