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call to curators
expressions of interest (EOI)

Call to Curators - Windermere Fire Station Public Art Project

The Edmonton Arts Council, on behalf of the City of Edmonton, and in accordance with 
the City of Edmonton policy “Percent for Art to Provide and Encourage Art in Public Areas” 
(C458C) seeks a curator to participate in the call to artists, selection committee, and 
artwork proposal development stages for the Windermere Fire Station artwork pad. 
This call is open to curators residing in the Edmonton Metropolitan Region*.

Budget:     $7,500.00 CAD  (maximum, all inclusive) 

Deadline for Submissions:   4:30 pm MST on Monday June 3, 2019

Curator Selection: Interviews during the week of June 3, 2019 

For more information, please contact Chelsea Boida, Public Art Officer phone 780.424.2787 ext. 229, or email:  
cboida@edmontonarts.ca   Appointments welcome. 

The Edmonton Arts Council is committed to equity in all aspects of its work and invites proposals from all potentially 
interested parties. We thank all applicants for their time and professional interest in this call.

* Map of Edmonton Metropolitan Region:  http://emrgis.emrb.ca/
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About Edmonton
Located on the banks of the North Saskatchewan River, Edmonton, Alberta is known as “Festival City” and 
“Gateway to the North”.

With more than one million people living in the Greater Edmonton region, the city is the largest, northernmost 
municipality in North America. Geographically, Edmonton is situated at the boundary between prairie and boreal 
forest. The river valley constitutes the longest stretch of connected urban parkland in North America.

For millennia, people of many nations have called Edmonton home. The Indigenous peoples of the area, and 
the Métis in the 1800s, laid the foundations of this thriving community. Situated in the heart of Treaty No. 6 
territory, Edmonton is now home to Canada’s second-largest urban Indigenous community. The city’s continual 
development as a thriving urban centre encourages ongoing migration of people from across Canada and around 
the world.

Deep histories and shared future visions imbue Edmonton with an energetic diversity that contributes to a 
dynamic urban landscape alive with arts and culture, business, research and development, and industry. 

As Edmonton’s economy flourishes, so does the spirit of revitalization. Edmonton is undergoing an 
unprecedented amount of infrastructure growth with major roadways, streetscapes, and significant development 
downtown and in the suburbs. This municipal development, which includes public transit, provides public art 
opportunities through the City’s “Percent for Art to Provide and Encourage Art in Public Areas” policy.

Edmonton’s spirit of optimism is reflected through its ever-evolving Public Art Collection. With more than 250 
pieces, the Collection includes visual art from a variety of disciplines by local, national and international artists.

About the City of Edmonton Public Art Collection
The City of Edmonton Public Art Collection numbers 256 artworks by 302 local, regional, national, and 
international artists. Although the roots of the collection can be traced to 1957, the adoption of City Policy C458C 
Percent for Art to Provide and Encourage Art in Public Areas in 1991 catalyzed the establishment of a formal civic 
public art collection. 

In addition to artworks commissioned through the Percent for Art policy, the Edmonton Arts Council offers a 
number of transitory or temporary opportunities to artists; facilitates projects such as ᐄᓃᐤ (ÎNÎW) River Lot 11∞, 
Edmonton’s first Indigenous Art Park; funds community-based initiatives, as well as administering gift applications, 
and various municipal commissions honouring events and/or special relationships.

The City of Edmonton Public Art Collection Online Gallery showcases Edmonton’s diverse public art.

About the Edmonton Arts Council
The Edmonton Arts Council is a not for profit society and charitable organization that supports and promotes the 
arts community in Edmonton. The EAC works to increase the profile and involvement of the arts in all aspects 
of our community. The Edmonton Arts Council directs the Percent for Art program, and provides vision for, and 
stewardship of, the City of Edmonton Public Art Collection.

Windermere Fire Station
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About Windermere Fire Station 
Windermere Fire Station #31 is situated in an undeveloped site in southwest Edmonton. The building will be a 
standard Fire Rescue Services Station with three drive-through bays. The neighbouring area is residential with 
some retail immediately to the south and a multi-unit retirement residence to the immediate north. 

Windermere Fire Station’s architectural concept is centred on the idea of a “working landscape”.  The LEED-
Gold building aims to be net-zero, and environmentally sustainable through the inclusion of elements such as a 
continuous bio-swale, a geothermal collection system, and roof-mounted solar collectors. 

The architectural design is inspired by the traditional role of fire stations in their communities. Representing trust 
and security, the station will, over time, become an integral part of the Windermere community, its history and 
stories. 

The net-zero vision is carried into the building shape that optimizes solar generation through panels on the south-
facing roof. 

Rendering of Windermere Fire Station 
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Role of the Public Art Curator
• Research local history and context 
• Participate in meetings with the design team, public stakeholders and partners 
• Develop the Call to Artists with the EAC
• Facilitate a two stage selection committee
• Work with shortlisted artists as they develop their ideas
• Prepare a curatorial statement  

Rationale
• Curators will have the opportunity to work in a permanent public art context 
• Artists will have the opportunity to work with a curator to further develop ideas, engage in critique, and  
 consider their proposal in relation to their body of work as well as stakeholders, audience, heritage,   
 architecture, geography, and the City of Edmonton’s Public Art Collection
• The public art will be relevant to the site, stakeholders, history and geography  

Stakeholder Consultation
The Curator will provide research-based information that will inform the Call to Artists with consideration of input 
from internal and external partners, stakeholders, and must include the following groups:
 • The City of Edmonton
 • Windermere Fire Station 
 • Edmonton Arts Council
 • Contacts from the City of Edmonton’s previous engagement process

Artwork Opportunity
• The Windermere artwork will be located on a pad situated in front of the facility, see images on pages 6-7
• The artwork budget is $72,500.00 
• Artworks can address a number of themes, and may be of multiple genres, materials, and mediums
• The Edmonton Arts Council will work with artists and curator during the proposal stage to ensure proposed  
 artwork materials are suitable for the public art collection, see page 5 for artwork parameters
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Meetings and Reporting Requirements 
The Curator will attend up to five EAC meetings, research the City of Edmonton Public Art Collection (with 
assistance from EAC), facilitate two selection committee meetings, and at minimum meet three times with each of 
the shortlisted artists. Additionally, phone calls and emails are necessary. 

The EAC meetings will include: 
1. Introductory meeting with the Project Team (EAC, City of Edmonton, Prime Consultant, and Windermere  
 Fire Station) to review project information, artwork parameters, and options for neighbourhood research.
2. Submit and discuss curatorial research findings.
3. Provide input for the Call to Artists, and discuss roles/responsibilities during selection committees and  
 proposal stage.
4. Shortlisted artists will have six weeks to develop their proposals. The Curator is expected to discuss all  
 aspects of these proposals with the artists within the first two weeks and report to the EAC team on proposed  
 materials and other aspects of the design process.
5. Final discussion with the EAC regarding this process, with reference to final curatorial statement and report. 

It is anticipated that the Curator will invest approximately 75 hours between the months of May and August 2019. 
The EAC, City of Edmonton, and Prime Consultant will support this work.  The Curator will report directly to the 
EAC with biweekly updates, or more frequently as required.  

All information collected and the curatorial statement will become property of the Edmonton Arts Council. All 
final decisions of the use of information will be made by the EAC and the City of Edmonton through agreed upon 
Terms of Reference. 

Milestone Date Activity / Deliverable
June 3, 2019   Expression of Interest Submission Deadline
Mid-June 2019  Introductory meeting with EAC and Project Team
June 2019  Develop research and working methodology to present to EAC 
July 2019   Research and provide input to EAC for the Call to Artists; invite applicants
Late August 2019 Call to Artists closes
Early Sept 2019  Facilitate selection committee #1 to shortlist 3 artists  
Sept -Oct 2019  Support and engage with 3 artists during proposal creation; report to EAC  
Nov 2019   Facilitate selection committee #2 to select 1 artwork 
Nov 2019   Submit curatorial statement and final report; de-brief with EAC; end of Contract

Additional Dates 
Q3 2019   Fire Station construction begins
Q2 2021   Fire Station construction complete
Q2/3 2021  Artwork installation
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Project Parameters
The final selected artwork(s) must adhere to the following design parameters: 

• Does not cause opportunity for access to restricted areas (e.g. artworks must not be climbable)
• Ensure artwork does not pose a risk of injury to the public (e.g. sharp points, slip hazards, etc.)
• Meet fire codes with respect to flammability as applicable
• Meet any applicable Alberta Building Code standards
• Artwork must be constructed of durable permanent materials
• Powder coated metal artwork will not be considered
• Artwork must be vandal resistant
• Artwork must not interfere with the operation and serviceability of the building
• Artwork must be designed to be accessible for maintenance, long-term operations, and conservation
• Artwork must not block sight lines for fire trucks leaving the garage
• Must not permit someone to hide behind or within
• Must not obstruct the window view from the Fire Chief’s Office

  
Other Artwork Considerations
The construction schedule will not permit artwork foundation(s) to be integrated with the pad because design 
is complete and a change order to integrate the sculpture(s) may not be feasible for this budget. Therefore 
the sculpture(s) should be self supporting and/or mechanically fastened to the pad. This pad is designed to 
accommodate a maximum of 20,000 lbs, point loads to be determined. 

Artwork Permanence
In advance of proposal creation and the artwork selection committee, all artwork proposals will receive a 
preliminary conservation review for permanence of materials and construction methods in order to proactively 
address maintenance and conservation concerns.  The EAC Public Art Conservation program supports the 
artistic process while ensuring that all artworks accessioned into the collection are high quality, durable, and 
maintainable.

Because the City of Edmonton Public Art Collection is located in the public realm, it is important that durable 
materials are used.  Curators must consider the outdoor location of selected artworks. This can include (but is not 
limited to) repeated weather changes and climactic cycles, sunlight exposure, physical environment risks, and 
countless audience interactions.

For additional resources, please go to publicart.edmontonarts.ca/static_media/pdfs/files/publicart/Public%20
Art%20Conservation%20Tips%20for%20Artists.pdf
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Rendering of Windermere Fire Station - artwork opportunity on pad/plinth in front of station

- Art Opportunity 
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 Application Process
Submission Requirements:   
Please email the following elements as a single PDF file. Submissions should be emailed unless previously 
arranged. Only those applicants shortlisted for an interview will be contacted. Incomplete applications will not be 
accepted. Artists must submit the following in order to qualify for consideration:

 c 1. SUBMISSION FORM    Complete and signed with contact information. 
 
 c 2. LETTER OF INTENT  Letter outlining why you are interested in this project, how it relates to 
   your practice, and your past experience. Preliminary discussion about  
   your plans for neighbourhood context research, stakeholder    
   consultation, and working with short listed artists should be included   
   here. One page maximum.

 c 3. CURATOR STATEMENT One page maximum.
      & BIOGRAPHY 

 c 4. REFERENCES Three, with a minimum of two from either curatorial or public art 
   commissioning agents, clients, or employers. Please provide   
   references’ current contact information only, reference letters are not   
   required.

 c 5. CURRICULUM VITAE  Detailing professional experience as a curator/consultant, educator, or   
   prior public art experience, and other relevant information. Three   
   pages maximum.  
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Criteria for Selection:
Curators who meet some or all of the following criteria may be considered for commission: 

• Demonstrated experience as a curator.
• Knowledgeable about related subjects including, but not limited to, contemporary art, public art, art  
 history, and the context of art locally, provincially, and nationally.
• Demonstrated understanding of the project and its context.
• Appropriateness of proposed approach to the context.
• An established practice in curation, public art, education, and/or consultation. 

Deadline for Submissions:   

Complete submissions must be received no later than 4:30 pm MST on Monday June 3, 2019 
 
Email submissions to:
cboida@edmontonarts.ca
Subject line: Windermere Fire Station Curator

Return of Submissions: Applications will be kept on file and the curator/consultant’s name added to the 
Edmonton Public Art database. If you do not want to have your details added to the database, then indicate so on 
the entry form.

Curator Budget: $7,500.00 CAD (including GST ) inclusive of all costs including curator fees. 

Return of Submissions: Applications will be kept on file and the curator’s name added to the Edmonton Public 
Art database. If you do not wish to have your information added to the database, please indicate so on the 
submission form.

Loss or Damage: While every precaution will be taken to prevent loss or damage, the jury, the Edmonton Arts 
Council and their agents shall not be liable for any loss or damage, however caused. 

Original Work: The curator must guarantee that the work is original and does not violate the copyright of any 
other person. 

Contract: The curator will enter into a contract with the Edmonton Arts Council.  
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Name:  

Address:  

City/Province:         Postal Code/Country:  

Phone (home):         Phone (work):  

Email Address:         Website (if applicable):

Please retain my application as part of the Edmonton Public Art artist database at the Edmonton Arts Council.  
(Check one.)    c YES     c NO 
How did you hear about this Call to Artists?      c EAC Weekly    c Akimbo       c Other

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

I , _________________________________ (PRINT NAME) hereby make a Submission for the Windermere Fire Station Call 
to Curators, and am in agreement with the Terms of Competition as outlined in this call. 

Applicant Signature     Date 
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 c 4. REFERENCES

 c 5. CURRICULUM VITAE 

  

Windermere Fire Station Call to Curators

 c 1. SUBMISSION FORM 

 c 2.  LETTER OF INTENT  

 c 3. CURATOR STATEMENT 

     & BIOGRAPHY 

 

The information on this application is being collected under the authority of Section 33(c) of the FOIP Act 
and will be used by the Edmonton Arts Council to determine eligibility for Edmonton Arts Council Public Art 
programs. The aggregate data may be used for program planning and evaluation. All information collected by 
the Edmonton Arts Council is protected by the provisions of the FOIP Act. You may direct questions about the 
collection, use or disclosure of your personal information by this program to the Edmonton Arts Council at (780) 
424-2787. 

E-mail To: cboida@edmontonarts.ca

    Subject Line: Windermere Fire Station Curator

Deadline:   Received in office no later than 4:30 pm MST, Monday June 3, 2019 

Check List – Include all of the following:


